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Foeslbla Fallibility, of .FolT^a^v To sting of Subjects in Poathypaotic ftatoo 
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Source is a prordnoni psychiatric clinic end research 

U i . foundation* - Ha ger now ssthed o of psychognosls end psycho tharapy-hovp been developed. 
f£*f’ • mv^r sourca* 

f ': 1 ... , . . 
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1. (U Gn tha .basis of your. laiawlodso of .hypnolopy* do you think that it -vo'uld bo 
possible to induce a jportfcypnotia state on a subject in. such a way. thah his . ro** ■ - : • 
actions, tm. polygraph testfcn& would.ha , algi d f lca n tly .altered? 

t . A* 2^y ofJQuxnd , opinion ia that this would bo quito possible. Of coursa it would •,. 
be vary cirplo to conduct cxporiasnCo uhich could definitely decide this question 
one way or. another, but. cm the aasuription that-.' such • experiments have not . yet been - 
carried: cut, I should lit*. to coroont bi^'fly;m..tho ; ix}03ibdlitiea to. bo considered. 
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jto I understand it, tlxo polygraph ncasur® a * uneonsc loua plxysical react lens to. tha 
stimuli of iha cental disturbances caused by the telling of deliberate lies* - ■. 

Thoref are,-’ it- would oppoar possible that. a subjoct could possibly avoid. theco re-.'--; 
actions if ho ’wero interrogated vhfo in a, posthypnctic state and thus establish. 

My innocence for sotso incriminating acto-or-associatlons.v This rightbe done-' re 
by tha induction of post hypnotic ocnooia for tha incrirdnating epiaodcs.ond tha 
substitution of .an alibi situation-by tha ostabllclxncnt of false recollection. : 
la ordar words, the subject would bo convinced that be wan actually telling the truth 
and would not have tha psychocacatic disturb cncoo necessary for a polygraph ro- *••..; n 
action. In addition to this, corplcto arancia cu tho hypnotidw? it coif can bo • 

effected and an affoctivo dofenso can ba net up against roJiypnctination by onotlior ; 

hypnotist. Farthomoro, . the subject^ reactions to other quootionc.uccd..ia. testing 
th^ po^ygr ^phebd ^ ,lty of a-oubjoct voold ■ probably . bo ; ncrml^ . t \ d .' : _. • 

} i ... • .v -.(! -■ c •; t - • . ■ ' ■••.-.•' -■• ■'- ' - < '■ ■*••• ' * ' * " • • '• r'-f- 1 '- j" 

2. (Collector f s • Hot© i .'in odditica to tlic cosxacnts reported above, kjutco augi 7 »otod ‘j- 

'and eupplied refcrcnca natarial whiclvhe'' f elt.-rdght provide corao beckground inform- | 

tion on this cubjcct. A brief review of none of t)iio literature was undertaken by j 

the. collector and tha coarsen ts listed below. were abst 2 , actQd« Althcu^i they often ^ 

support source* u opinions, ; t)iOy are by no moans directly attributable to bin, nor can , 

tho collusions roachod bo construed ..as .bearing his endorsenont. ■Abriof: review of ; 

recent volums of Psychological Abatrata (Abstracts) -(lator tliaa lS 1 ^) revealed no- 
articles describing osperiraant3 involving posthypnotic behavior -in relation' to tha 
polygrciii nachina. '.liicrcforo tiio following cowaanta include other l-oforenceo. which • 

tlio collector . considers as possibly applicable to tho problem. ) a '• 

; : • • • , .'•■■; ; 
a* Tho Hature of the.Poeihypnciic BfTZhf State — In tlxo fli’ct place, there still 
aoeme to be a great deal of confusion about tlxo actual nature of tho posthypnctic 
state itself and about tho scope of influonce of 'the operator in tho subject's to- 
action3 when awal^, . .These quest ions '.woi*c' cited by Henry Ouae of ■ Long ■ Inland Univorslty, 
wlio points out that thoy. havo, plccyB'd in'/ostigatora -for • rsuy . years end have received | 

no clarity in intsrprotaticn. He goes on to cay that perhaps ovon rare cornier, is '. 

the question os to how a subject responds to the fact that he is behaving in a way 
vliich is different from hia^ucual behavior, (l) ' Ho explains tlxat tha “posthypnctic 
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act will ofto n have in it cn aspect of remembrance aa to tho suggestion given i:i 
the tranco" but ho adds, "Of courao, some phenomena of a pocUiypnotic nature, such 
'■■.a --as hallucinatory experience, nay bo accepted by tlio subject on being of unqucction- 
able authenticity, "z r: •- =-v, ‘ - v •' •• 


Vy,r **«*•• • 

3&c r * Hypnosis ent^ Antisocial Conduct — fespito an active controversy on tho subject, 
' / there ia rach evidence that hypnotism can induce antisocial beliaviorv ( ? 1 Tn t.M <r 
.» * 


(2) In tide 

concoction it should bo brought out that such acts can bo accomplished in tho post- 
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(3) Such "acceptance* ’ of tfc? antisocial act of lying Eight well preclude any physical 
reactions which would bo sscasurabla by tho ^polygraph#---* ,,v- .*y V ■' 

experiments with the hypnotic and, post-hypnotic production of antisocial behavior, 
attorpto arc often made by cxpcirincaitcro to ^ break ttic induced state of pocthypnolic 
amcoin several dal's after tho oxpcrismtal-' antisocial act or acts have been committed 
, by ths subject. Tho accusations brought cut in these interrogations usually arouco • 

i.yfj!.-*- apparently righteous indignation or disbolief on tho part of the "guilty* nubjoct . 

: ,r*t*ur . guch experiment a young female subject had bean induced undar hypnosis to 
, steal rasa 37 from tho pocket of a ct ranger's coat after awakening from her trance. 

’ (h) Sho vaa giirau posthypnotic amnesia for tlio source of the compulsion, She stole 
the.. dollar and later cucnt.it. When confrcntod with tic feet e several days later 
f she did not" bcliorvn them. Cn tho basis' of her reactions tho oxpcrincnlor reported u 
as follows t "Those cenrents are included to indicato the difficulties a crass- 



er thinrd-degreG net bods." 
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Subsequently this subject was again hypnotised end her annoaia. for tho incident- 
removed. "Kiss A was then asked whether ahe thought she could in hypnosis be 
induced to conrdt no re serious crises — such as to stool important covcrumdnt 
papers vrero eho a cecmtary in Was'nington* , 51 ie said, 'Ico, I think ao. 1 She 
held to this .belief, both in the tranco' iand;_iya3ral.,ct^ . . .. 
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c. Training and Testing ~.ln case poathypnotic compulsion wore utilised in an attempt 
to circumrent lie detection, tho necessarily complete control over tbe.postliypnotlc 
behavior of a subject would require a j>oriod cf intensive training and. testing, 
d 1 Subjects veiy widoly in tho hyphot i sab ill ty . In other words, one porson night show 
li^l® initial rcdot-ancs to trance induction but tho operator night fLud that be 
would snow a great deal r.oro resisfancci to illusion erection or to ono or more of 
tho standard criteria for neesurinr tho doptli of hypnosis. (Such criteria L'yelutin (l) 
hypnotic tuialceola to painful stimuli, (2) nlucod oifnetory lallucinations, ( 3 ) arc 
repression control, (l;) posthypnotic anr'.csis, (5) ability to cary out posthypnotic 
coggections end tlio rapid induction cf tranco throuj^i an unrelated posthypnotic 
cignal. (5) As S - pu rr vr i pointed out, "To acliiovo tha lest rocults, o:ie must utilise 
■ .\mJ--.v iiidividual'diaractoristics of each subject. (6) Tlircugh patient cxpcrlnontation 
with devipdo - nuggestiena used to dl^urrsrant the points cf resistance, ,vory deep : . ■ 
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r . topnool. can usually V* obtained In o vnii.e subject. H should thou be possible 
to predict tl» effects which the subject's <«a poc^or paraor^.y aid bijiuoUa- 
’ -hhw rb-r&ctcristics will play in tho posthypnetic fftato. Tha ulvinawo goal of 

r.Vi. the training vould lx? the creation of a' eta to of hypnotiaabllity ^oraty ° pcra tcr 
w _ ._n i » _ In u),1rh +J>n rriMf>et vould have no izzzz 
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• tiie training voujju oc wju ** — - yvr , . . * , , 

’ could rapidly induce a poothypnotic state in vliich t)io rrubject vould have no 

17^: cansdooaSwlfidse or mxcry of hia Incrirlnetins activities or ccijncc-iono. 
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' In addition to tlio atovo goal, it vould lx? also possible to indue o ip the c ubjcct 

?* „ facility far putohypnosio. Lealio h. I o Cron of Loc Angeles Gtw.wodv.lwt -.<■ is 

illicit to tanettS) mAsU Ct all deeply unless a foot hyynoSlc su K osticn hes 
be beS Sven durlS hetqro-lndaesd lupnoale to the enact that the parson can .hcro- 
.*" .'attar lijpnotlio Mnscri.". ; CVb„,. .J •• .-,1 . 
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'^d, *' Detection of Ponthypootio State by Polygraph «- .As far cs polyj*aph detection 
. . « « f ^ j a. ft i j_ ** s-. » « n ^ 4 fi iinT ^ i_n tliC O J. 
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•i^vof the '"post hypnotic 'state itself is concerned, this scons ^nlLcely in the light of 

wijrXtha negative and inconclusive re suite of experiment; 

. i . «* . 's _ _x pi"! »■*■*■*« m nfifl n3 j 


its conducted by True and Stephenson 


tha necn&ivo ana inconcj.uaiT« ^ — ■ - . , . • ... 

vhich correlated electroencephalogram, pulse and plontor reflexes in hypnooic with 

•rvV : re gre scion. and induced ©notional swatos. ( 8 ) 


'I •;.(!) . Ouso, Henry. "Fosthypaotic Behavior end Personality*" .Personality* Vol. 1 , 

. Wo# 3> Hoy. 1?51j X»S® 2j2. .. . ^ 

'? ■ ... I, • .--V- •• ; 

.■: «r‘( 2 ) Estabroolnj, G.R./ n Iho Possible Antioocial Uao of Ilypnotisa," pr.lfCiaLITr, 
'‘'Vol.'l, Ho. ‘ 3 , Roy 1951 /pagG 29 U-K??* " • ’ v ' ‘ 
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U>'"i ( 3 ) Qaao, op cit pace 236 . 
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&»V (U) Era man, Kargsrot, "Exr-criranta in the K^-notic Px-otiucticn of Antisocial end 
i^;vV„ .d oi f - Injurious Behavior," PoIliilLYIiu, Vol 3 , »o. 1 , fob.U2, pp yO- 31 . • 


;* Trac/’ Tlobcrt H. and’ Stephenson, Charles V., • "Controlled f.xperJr^tc C^r^ting 
—■ ‘ ^ ‘ Elcctrccrxcnhalo^ran , Pulse and Planter Fxdlcxo 3 with Hypnotic Ago Eo^.oo-ion .■ 

— ; end 'Ihdaccd Etaotionalj States/, " PSlsaiAUTI, Vol 1 , Ho 3 , Wov 31 , page 2 ? 3 . 
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) ; 2 rt»an 7 op . cit, pogo . 32 • 

? ^V ( 7 ) leCren, Inalie K., »i Study of tha UiraMEASIUII or nypnotiate," rESilSAlOT 
ifftiti ’ ' ' Tol 1. «o 3,' So. 51, s«o» 301. . 


^%.(8) fruo and Stephenson, cp cit pp 252-262 
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